
CABINET
SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

15 November 2017
(Published on 15 November 2017)

NOTE:
In accordance with the Scrutiny Procedure Rules in the Council’s Constitution, all decisions 
listed below (unless stated otherwise) are subject to call-in for consideration within 5 
working days of the publication of this Summary of Decisions.

A request for call-in in respect of any of the decisions listed below must therefore be 
received NO LATER THAN 5.00 P.M. on the WEDNESDAY following the meeting. Each 
call-in must specify what is being called-in, why it is being called-in, if the implementation of 
the decision should be delayed until the scrutiny process is complete, and the preferred 
outcome.

Item 
No.

Title

5 County Vision 2017-2021

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report, presentation, appendix and 
discussion the Cabinet RESOLVED to endorse the new Vision for Somerset 
and to note: 
 
1. The Vision and its aims will be delivered by partners across Somerset 
and in some cases beyond our own boundaries. 
2. The Vision and its aims are a long-term ambition on a timescale beyond 
the life of any single Administration. 
3. All key decisions and impact assessments within SCC will reference the 
Vision and its aims to ensure alignment. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

6 Children's Services Improvement Update - Workforce Update

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report, presentation, appendix and 
discussion the Cabinet resolved to commend and note the progress that 
has been made with the Children’s Workforce Development Strategy.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 
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REASON FOR DECISION: 

7 Heart of the South West - Productivity Consultation Response

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to: 
 
1. Endorse the vision, strategic themes and objectives proposed in the 
consultation draft of the Heart of the South West Productivity Strategy. 
 
2. Approve the points set out in paragraph 1.7 of this report as key 
considerations for SCC’s response to the consultation draft; and 
 
3. Delegate to the Lead Director for Economic and Community 
Infrastructure approval of the final technical response to the consultation 
by the deadline of 30th November 2017.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

8 Heart of the South West - Proposed Joint Committee

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report, appendix and discussion the 
Cabinet resolved to recommend the Council to: 

1. Approve the recommendation of the HotSW Leaders (meeting as a 
shadow Joint Committee) to form a Joint Committee for the Heart of the 
South West;  
2. Approve the Arrangements and Inter-Authority Agreement documents 
set out in appendices A and B for the establishment of the Joint Committee 
with the commencement date of Monday 22nd January 2018;  
3. Appoint the Council’s Leader - Cllr D Fothergill - and the Deputy Leader - 
Cllr David Hall - as the Council’s named representative and substitute 
named representative on the Joint Committee; 
4. Appoint Somerset County Council as the Administering Authority for the 
Joint Committee for a 2 year period commencing 22nd January 2018; 
5. Approve the transfer of the remaining joint devolution budget to meet 
the support costs of the Joint Committee for the remainder of 2017/18 
financial year subject to approval of any expenditure by the Administering 
Authority;  
6. Approve an initial contribution of £10,500 for 2018/19 to fund the 
administration and the work programme of the Joint Committee, noting 
that any expenditure will be subject to the approval of the Administering 
Authority; 
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7. Agree that the key function of the Joint Committee is to approve  the 
Productivity Strategy (it is intended to bring the Strategy to the Joint 
Committee for approval by February 2018); 
8. Authorise the initial work programme of the Joint Committee aimed at 
the successful delivery of the Productivity Strategy;   
9. Agree the proposed meeting arrangements for the Joint Committee 
including the timetable of meetings for the Joint Committee as proposed in 
para 2.14

Note – The Cabinet agreed the following amended paragraph 11.5 of 
Appendix B of the report (the inter-authority agreement) as follows: 

11.5  All press releases and public statements to be sent out on behalf of 
the Joint Committee shall be the responsibility of the press office of the 
Administering Authority.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

9 Annual Report of the Director of Public Health

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to: 
 
1. be an advocate for a calm and dignified end of life  
2. encourage people to plan ahead and make their wishes known 
3. be an advocate for carers and ensure the role of Somerset’s volunteers 
is promoted and valued 4. encourage cooperation between organisations, 
especially at this very sensitive time

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

10 Quarter 2 Revenue Budget Update

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to note the contents of this report and the potential outturn 
position for the year and to authorise the Chief Executive and the S151 
Officer to take any necessary actions to reduce the projected overturn. 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 
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11 Quarter 2 Capital Budget Update

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to note the contents of this report.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

12 2017/18 Treasury Management mid-year report

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to endorse the Treasury Management Mid-Year Report for 2017-18 
and recommend it is received and endorsed by Full Council on 29th 
November 2017.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

13 Quarter 2 2017/18 Performance Monitoring Report

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report, appendices and discussion 
the Cabinet :

1. Considered the information contained within this report specifically 
those areas identified as a potential concern under Section 3.0 of 
this report and the “issues for consideration” section of Appendix A.

2. Considered that the proposed management actions are adequate to 
improve performance to the desired level.

3. Agreed this report and Appendix A as the latest position for 
Somerset County Council against its County Plan.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

14 Somerset Waste Partnership Draft Business Plan 2018 - 2023



5

Item 
No.

Title

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report, presentation, appendix and 
discussion the Cabinet resolved to approve the Somerset Waste 
Partnership’s Draft Business Plan 2018-23 (as set out in Appendix A).

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 

15 Medium Term Financial Plan 2018/19 - proposed capital and revenue savings

DECISION
Following consideration of the officer report and discussion the Cabinet 
resolved to note the forecast MTFP position for 2018/19 and note the likely 
timetable of announcements of key funding decisions by government that 
will determine our own course of actions.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED: 

REASON FOR DECISION: 


